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SUBJECT MATTER  

The directive  2006/88/CE lays down  :

• THE ANIMAL HEALTH REQUIREMENTS FOR PLACING ON THE 

MARKET OF LIVING FISH, MOLLUSCS AND CRUSTACEA AND THEIR 

PRODUCTS 

• THE MINIMUM PREVENTIVE MEASURES TO AVOID THE 

OCCURRENCE OF LISTED DISEASES

• THE MINIMUM CONTROL MEASURES TO AVOID/LIMIT THE 

SPREADING OF DISEASES 

• THE CRITERIA FOR OFFICIAL DECLARATION OF FREE FARMS, 

ZONES AND MS
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SCOPE 

• ALL THE AQUACULTURE FARMS  (art.11)

• ORNAMENTAL AQUATIC ANIMAL  FACILITIES DIRECTLY 

CONNECTED WITH THE RIVER SYSTEM (art.22)

• PUT & TAKE FISHERIES (art.16)

• PROCESSING ESTABLISHMENTS   (art.4) 

• TRANSPORTERS (art.8)

• WILD POPULATIONS ( art. 16, art. 38)
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REGISTRATION &

AUTHORISATION 

All the aquaculture farms and establishments must be :

REGISTRED AND AUTHORIZED BY THE COMPETENT 

AUTHORITIES 

THE AUTHORIZATION MAY BE REFUSED IN CASE OF 

AN UNACEPTABLE RISK FOR DISEASE SPREADING 
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AUTHORISATION

The authorisation is only granted  by the competent 

authorithies if :

• A  FARM REGISTER IS ADOPTED

• GOOD HYGIENE PRACTICES ARE IN PLACE 

• THE ANIMAL HEALTH SURVEILLANCE 

PROGRAMME HAS BEEN ADOPTED 

• THE COMPETENT AUTHORITY HAS A FREE 

ACCESS FOR CONTROL 
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FARM REGISTER  

The farm register must include the following information  : 

• ALL MOVEMENTS INTO AND OUT THE FARM 

• THE MORTALITY IN EACH EPIDEMIOLOGICAL UNIT 

• THE RESULTS OF THE ANIMAL HEALTH 

SURVEILLANCE PROGRAMME  



CATEGORY HEALTH 

STATUS

INTRODUCTION 

PERMITTED FROM 

HEALH CERTIFICATION

MAY DISPATCH 

ANIMALS TOINTRODUCTION DISPATCHING

I Free CATEGORY  I YES NO x cat.  III e V

YES  x  cat. I, II, 

IV

ALL  

CATEGORIES 

II

In programme CATEGORY I YES NO CATEGORIES

III e V

III

Undetermined CATEGORIES

I,II, III 
NO NO CATEGORIES

III e V

IV Eradication  

programme CATEGORY I YES YES CATEGORY

V

V

Infected ALL  CATEGORIES NO YES CATEGORY

V

HEALTH CERTIFICATES      

-Annex III part A-
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PERMITTED TRADE 

ACCORDING TO HEALTH CATEGORIES

I

IV

III

II

V

I

II

III

IV

V
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DISEASES,

HEALTH STATUS 

& 

CONTROLS MEASURES 



EXOTIC DISEASES

DISEASE SUSCEPTIBLE SPECIES

FISH Epizootic Haematopoietic Necrosis Rainbow trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss) and redfin perch 

(Percafluviatilis)

Epizootic ulcerative sindrome Genera: Catla, Channa, Labeo, Mastacembelus, Mugil, 

Puntius e Trichogaster 

MOLLUSCS Infection with  Bonamia exitiosa Australian mud oyster (Ostrea angasi) and Chilean flat 

oyster(O. chilensis)

Infection with Perkinsus marinus Pacific oyster (Crassostrea gigas) and Eastern oyster (C. 

virginica)

Infection with  Microcytos mackini Pacific oyster (Crassostrea gigas), Eastern oyster (C. 

virginica),Olympia flat oyster (Ostrea conchaphila) and 

European flat oyster

CRUSTACEA Taura Sindrome Gulf white shrimp (Penaeus setiferus), Pacific blue 

shrimp (P. stylirostris), and Pacific white shrimp (P. 

vannamei)

Yellowhead disease Gulf brown shrimp (Penaeus aztecus), Gulf pink shrimp 

(P.duorarum), Kuruma prawn (P. Japonicus), black tiger 

shrimp (P.monodon), Gulf white shrimp (P. setiferus), 

Pacific blue shrimp (P.stylirostris), and Pacific white 

shrimp (P. vannamei)



NOT EXOTIC DISEASES

DISEASE SUSCEPTIBLE SPECIES

FISH

Spring Viraemia of 

carps

Carpa testa grossa (Aristichthys nobilis), carassio dorato (Carassius auratus), carassio comune 

(Carassius carassius), carpa erbivora Ctenopharyngodon idellus), carpa comune e carpa koi 

(Cyprinus carpio), carpa argentata (Hypophthalmichthys molitrix), siluro (Silurus glanis) e tinca 

(Tinca tinca)

Viral haemorrhagic 

septicaemia

Aringa (Clupea spp.), coregoni (Coregonus sp.), luccio (Esox lucius), eglefino (Gadus aeglefinus), 

merluzzo del Pacifico (Gadus macrocephalus), merluzzo bianco (Gadus morhua), salmone del 

Pacifico (Oncorhynchus spp.), trota iridea (Oncorhynchus mykiss) motella (Onos mustelus), Trota  

fario (Salmo trutta), rombo (Scophthalmus maximus) spratto (Sprattus sprattus) e temolo 

(Thymallus thymallus)

Infectious 

haematopoietic necrosis

Salmone keta (Oncorhynchus keta), salmone argentato (O. kisutch),salmone 

giapponese (O. masou), trota iridea (O. mykiss), salmone rosso (O. nerka), salmone 

rosa (O. rhodurus), salmone reale (O. tshawytscha) e salmone atlantico (Salmo 

salar)

Koi herpesvirus disease Carpa comune e carpa koi (Cyprinus carpio)

Infectious salmon 

anemia

Trota iridea (Oncorhynchus mykiss) salmone atlantico (Salmo salar) e salmo 

trota (Salmo trutta).

MOLLUSCS Infection with  Marteilia 

refringens

Ostrica piatta australiana (Ostrea angasi), ostrica cilena (O. chilensis), ostrica 

piatta europea (O. edulis), ostrica argentina (O. puelchana), mitilo (Mytilus 

edulis) e mitilo mediterraneo (M. galloprovencialis) 

Infection with Bonamia 

ostreae

Ostrica piatta australiana (O. angasi), ostrica cilena (O. chilensis) ostrica di 

Olympia (O. conchaphila), ostrica asiatica (O. denselammellosa), ostrica piatta 

europea (O. edulis), e ostrica argentina (O. puelchana).

CRUSTACE

A
White spot disease Tutti i decapodi (ordine Decapoda).
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IHN

ISA, picture from NVIVHS

KHV 
Picture from CEFAS 

Marteilia refringens 

picture  Dr. G. Ceschia
ISA,picture NVI 

VHS 

IHN 

WSS

KHV ,picture CEFAS

IHN
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CONTROLS

HEALTH 

CONTROLS

RESPONSABILITY CONTROL

FREQUENCIES

Surveillance 

Art.10

Farmer +

Competent

authorithies

1-3/year according to 

the farm risk level 

Official controls

Art.7

Competent

authorithies

1-3/year according to 

the farm risk level

Achievement of 

free status 

Competent

authorithies

To be established 

by EC decision 

Maintenance of 

Free status 

Competent

authorithies

To be established 

by EC decision
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TYPE OF HEALTH SURVEILLANCE

TYPE OF HEALTH SURVEILLANCE 

MEANING APPLICABLE TO 

HEALTH CATEGORIES 

PASSIVE

 No specific programs 

 Immediate notification and

investigations 

I and V

ACTIVE

 Regular clinical inspection 

 Sampling if suspicion 

I and III

TARGETED

 Regular inspection 

 Regular sampling

 Specific pathogen testing 

I, II and IV



SUSCEPT.

SPECIES 

CAT. RISK LEVEL SURVEY OFFICIAL CONTROL 

FREQUENCES 

(art. 7)

SURVEY PROGRAM 

FREQUENCIES

(art. 10)

NO I lOW PASSIVE 1/ 4 YEARS 1/ 4 YEARS

YES

I HIGH

TARGETED,

OR

ACTIVE

OR

PASSIVE 

1 x YEAR 1 x YEAR

MEDIUM 1/ 2 YEARS 1/2 YEARS

LOW 1/4 YEARS 1/2 YEARS

II

IN

PROGRAM

HIGH 

TARGETED

1 x YEAR 1 x YEAR

MEDIUM 1/ 2 YEAR 1/2 YEARS

LOW 1/4 YEARS 1/2 YEARS

III

UNDETER

MINED 

HIGH

ACTIVE 

1 x YEAR 3 x YEAR

MEDIUM 2 x YEAR 2 x YEAR

LOW 1/ 2 YEARS 1 x YEAR

IV

ERADIC. 

PROGRAM 

HIGH

TARGETED

1 x YEAR 1 x YEAR

MEDIUM 1/2 YEARS 1/2 YEARS

LOW 1/4 YEARS 1/2 YEARS

V

INFECTED

HIGH

PASSIVE 

1 x YEAR

MEDIUM 1/2 YEAR

LOW 1/4 YEARS 1/4 YEAR

SUSCEPTIBLE

SPECIES 

CAT. RISK LEVEL SURVEY OFFICIAL CONTROL 

FREQUENCES 

(art. 7)

SURVEY PROGRAM 

FREQUENCIES

(art. 10)

NO I lOW PASSIVE 1/ 4 YEARS 1/ 4 YEARS

YES

FREE

HIGH 1 x YEAR 1 x YEAR

MEDIUM 1/ 2 YEARS 1/2 YEARS

LOW 1/4 YEARS 1/2 YEARS

II HIGH 

TARGETED

1 x YEAR 1 x YEAR

MEDIUM 1/ 2 YEAR 1/2 YEARS

LOW 1/4 YEARS 1/2 YEARS

III

UNDETER

MINED 

HIGH

ACTIVE 

1 x YEAR 3 x YEAR

MEDIUM 2 x YEAR 2 x YEAR

LOW 1/ 2 YEARS 1 x YEAR

IV

ERADIC. 

PROGRAM 

HIGH

TARGETED

1 x YEAR 1 x YEAR

MEDIUM 1/2 YEARS 1/2 YEARS

LOW 1/4 YEARS 1/2 YEARS

V

INFECTED

HIGH

PASSIVE 

1 x YEAR

MEDIUM 1/2 YEAR

LOW 1/4 YEARS 1/4 YEAR

CAT. SURVEY OFFICIAL CONTROL 

FREQUENCES 

(art. 7)

SURVEY PROGRAM 

FREQUENCIES

(art. 10)

NO I lOW PASSIVE 1/ 4 YEARS 1/ 4 YEARS

YES

I HIGH 1 x YEAR 1 x YEAR

MEDIUM 1/ 2 YEARS 1/2 YEARS

LOW 1/4 YEARS 1/2 YEARS

II

IN

HIGH 

TARGETED

1 x YEAR 1 x YEAR

MEDIUM 1/ 2 YEAR 1/2 YEARS

LOW 1/4 YEARS 1/2 YEARS

III

UNDETER

MINED 

HIGH

ACTIVE 

1 x YEAR 3 x YEAR

MEDIUM 1 x YEAR 2 x YEAR

LOW 1/ 2 YEARS 1 x YEAR

IV

ERADIC. 

PROGRAM 

HIGH

TARGETED

1 x YEAR 1 x YEAR

MEDIUM 1/2 YEARS 1/2 YEARS

LOW 1/4 YEARS 1/2 YEARS

V

INFECTED

HIGH

PASSIVE 

1/4 YEARS 1 x YEAR

MEDIUM 1/4 YEARS 1/2 YEAR

LOW 1/4 YEARS 1/4 YEAR
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RISK LEVEL

ACCORDING TO DIRECTIVE 2006/88/EC  THE INSPECTION  

FREQUENCIES SHOULD RELY ON THE RISK LEVEL OF EACH 

FARM TO CONTRACT AND SPREAD THE DISEASES   

IT IS THEREFORE NECESSARY TO ADOPT A SIMPLE AND 

EFFECTIVE METHOD TO ASSIGNE TO EACH FARM ITS OWN 

RISK LEVEL ( LOW, MEDIUM, HIGH) 
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RISK LEVEL IDENTIFICATION  

The risk to contract/spread the disease for each farm is depending 

from several parameters and it could be very complicated to find a 

perfect representative value for each farm.

A QUALITATIVE METHOD, RECENTLY SUGGESTED BY THE 

COMMISSION AND BASED ONLY ON  2 RISK FACTORS ( 

WATER AND FISH) , WILL BE LIKELY ADOPTED IN ITALY.
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LOW LIKELIHOOD TO CONTRACT THE

DISEASE THROUGH WATER

• USE OF BOREHOLE WATER 

• DISINFECTION OF INFLOW WATER 

• NO PRESENCE OF NEIGHBOUR 

FARMS

LOW LIKELIHOOD TO CONTRACT THE

DISEAS THROUGH FISH

• INTERNAL RESTOKING 

• INTRODUCTION DISINFECTED EGGS 

• INTRODUCTION OF FISH ONLY 

FROM FREE FARMS  

• INTRODUCTION OF WILD FISH ONLY  

FROM QUARANTINE FACILITIES

EXAMPLES OF LOW LIKELIHOOD 

TO CONTRACT  THE  DISEASE 

THROUGH THE WATER AND FISH 
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LOW LIKELIHOOD TO 

CONTRACT THE 

DISEASE THROUGH WATER

HIGH  LIKELIHOOD TO 

CONTRACT THE DISEASE 

THROUGH WATER
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LOW LIKELIHOOD TO SPREAD THE

DISEASE THROUGH WATER

• NO WATER DISCHARGE IN THE 

NATURAL WATERS

• DISCHARGE IN NATURAL WATER 

WITH NO SUSCEPTIBLE SPECIES 

• EFFLUENT TREATMENTS

LOW LIKELIHOOD TO SPREAD THE

DISEAS THROUGH FISH

• FARMING OF  FISH FOR HUMAN 

CONSUMPTION ONLY 

• DISINFECTED EGGS CONSIGNEMENTS 

EXAMPLES OF LOW LIKELIHOOD 

TO SPREAD THE  DISEASE 

THROUGH THE WATER AND FISH 
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Likelihood to contract the 

disease through 

contaminated water 

Likelihood to contract the disease 

through the introduction of infected 

fish 

Risk level 

HIGH HIGH HIGH

HIGH LOW MEDIUM 

LOW HIGH MEDIUM 

LOW LOW LOW

RISK LEVEL TO CONTRACT/SPREAD  THE  DISEASE 

Likelihood to spread the 

disease through 

contaminated water 

Likelihood to spread the disease 

through infected fish 

Risk level 

HIGH HIGH HIGH

HIGH LOW MEDIUM 

LOW HIGH MEDIUM

LOW LOW LOW
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OVERALL RISK ESTIMATION

Likelihood of 

contracting  

diseases

HIGH M H H

MEDIUM L M H

LOW L L M

Likelihood of  spreading  diseases

LOW MEDIUM HIGH 

By combining the likelihood of contracting 

diseases with the likelihood of spreading 

diseases the overall risk estimation to assigned 

to each farm  may be obtained 



RISK 

PARAMETERS

TROUT FARM A TROUT FARM B

LIKELIHOOD

CONTRACT

LIKELIHOO 

SPREAD
RISK 

LEVEL

LIKELIHOOD 

CONTRACT

LIKELIHOOD 

SPREAD
RISK 

LEVEL

WATER ORIGIN

RIVER HIGH

BOREHOLE LOW

FISH ORIGIN

ANY  FARM
HIGH

ONLY FREE FARMS LOW

WATER DISCHARGE

RIVER WITHOUT 

SUSCEPTIBLE SPECIES

RIVER WITH 

SUSCEPTIBLE SPECIES 

HIGH HIGH

FISH DELIVERY

HUMAN CONSUMPTION
LOW

FREE MARKET HIGH

FARM RISK LOW HIGH MEDIUM HIGH MEDIUM HIGH



SUSCEPT.

SPECIES 

CAT. RISK LEVEL SURVEY OFFICIAL CONTROL 

FREQUENCES 

(art. 7)

SURVEY PROGRAM 

FREQUENCIES

(art. 10)

NO I lOW PASSIVE 1/ 4 YEARS 1/ 4 YEARS

YES

I HIGH

TARGETED,

OR

ACTIVE

OR

PASSIVE 

1 x YEAR 1 x YEAR

MEDIUM 1/ 2 YEARS 1/2 YEARS

LOW 1/4 YEARS 1/2 YEARS

II

IN

PROGRAM

HIGH 

TARGETED

1 x YEAR 1 x YEAR

MEDIUM 1/ 2 YEAR 1/2 YEARS

LOW 1/4 YEARS 1/2 YEARS

III

UNDETER

MINED 

HIGH

ACTIVE 

1 x YEAR 3 x YEAR

MEDIUM 2 x YEAR 2 x YEAR

LOW 1/ 2 YEARS 1 x YEAR

IV

ERADIC. 

PROGRAM 

HIGH

TARGETED

1 x YEAR 1 x YEAR

MEDIUM 1/2 YEARS 1/2 YEARS

LOW 1/4 YEARS 1/2 YEARS

V

INFECTED

HIGH

PASSIVE 

1 x YEAR

MEDIUM 1/2 YEAR

LOW 1/4 YEARS 1/4 YEAR

SUSCEPT.

SPECIES 

CAT. RISK LEVEL SURVEY OFFICIAL CONTROL 

FREQUENCES 

(art. 7)

SURVEY PROGRAM 

FREQUENCIES

(art. 10)

NO I lOW PASSIVE 1/ 4 YEARS 1/ 4 YEARS

YES

FREE

HIGH 1 x YEAR 1 x YEAR

MEDIUM 1/ 2 YEARS 1/2 YEARS

LOW 1/4 YEARS 1/2 YEARS

II HIGH 

TARGETED

1 x YEAR 1 x YEAR

MEDIUM 1/ 2 YEAR 1/2 YEARS

LOW 1/4 YEARS 1/2 YEARS

III

UNDETER

MINED 

HIGH

ACTIVE 

1 x YEAR 3 x YEAR

MEDIUM 2 x YEAR 2 x YEAR

LOW 1/ 2 YEARS 1 x YEAR

IV

ERADIC. 

PROGRAM 

HIGH

TARGETED

1 x YEAR 1 x YEAR

MEDIUM 1/2 YEARS 1/2 YEARS

LOW 1/4 YEARS 1/2 YEARS

V

INFECTED

HIGH

PASSIVE 

1 x YEAR

MEDIUM 1/2 YEAR

LOW 1/4 YEARS 1/4 YEAR

SUSCEPTIBLE

SPECIES 

CAT. SURVEY OFFICIAL CONTROL 

FREQUENCES 

(art. 7)

SURVEY PROGRAM 

FREQUENCIES

(art. 10)

NO I lOW PASSIVE 1/ 4 YEARS 1/ 4 YEARS

YES

I HIGH 1 x YEAR 1 x YEAR

MEDIUM 1/ 2 YEARS 1/2 YEARS

LOW 1/4 YEARS 1/2 YEARS

II

IN

HIGH 

TARGETED

1 x YEAR 1 x YEAR

MEDIUM 1/ 2 YEAR 1/2 YEARS

LOW 1/4 YEARS 1/2 YEARS

III

UNDETER

MINED 

HIGH

ACTIVE 

1 x YEAR 3 x YEAR

MEDIUM 1 x YEAR 2 x YEAR

LOW 1/ 2 YEARS 1 x YEAR

IV

ERADIC. 

PROGRAM 

HIGH

TARGETED

1 x YEAR 1 x YEAR

MEDIUM 1/2 YEARS 1/2 YEARS

LOW 1/4 YEARS 1/2 YEARS

V

INFECTED

HIGH

PASSIVE 

1/4 YEARS 1 x YEAR

MEDIUM 1/4 YEARS 1/2 YEAR

LOW 1/4 YEARS 1/4 YEAR
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HEALTH CATEGORIES 
(Annex III, part A)

5 health categories have been established and each farm must be 

included in one of them for each notifiable disease :

CATEGORY  I : Disease-free farm 

CATEGORY  II : Farm in surveillance programme  

CATEGORY  III : Farm with undetermined status (not  known to be 

infected but not included in a programme to achieve disease free status)

CATEGORY  IV : Farm under eradication programme 

CATEGORY  V : Infected farm 
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TROUT CULTURE HEALTH STATUS 

(VHS-IHN) - Dec. 2007/345/CE -

In program

IHN approved

VHS approved

VHS & IHN 

approved

Infected/unknoun
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CURRENT HEALTH STATUS OF TROUT 

FARMS IN ITALY  (VHS/IHN - 2007)

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

SUSCEPTIBLE APPRO VED IN PRO GRAM INFECTED UNKNO WN  

SUSCEPTIBLE

APPROVED 

IN PROGRAM

INFECTED 

UNKNOWN  

355 ??

156

32

71
96 ?
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AWARDING OF HEALTH CATEGORIES  
(All. III, part A)

CAT. HEALTH STATUS  VHS IHN ISA KHV

I Free        156 156 355 ? 0

II Surveillance programme 32 32 0 0

III Undetermined  96 96 0 ?

IV Eradication programme                       0 0 0 0

V Infected     71 71 0 0
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CONTROL 

MEASURES 
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DISEASE NOTIFICATION        

art. 26

In order to improve the detection of the disease the following 

persons are obliged to notify any suspicion : 

• THE OWNER OF THE FARM 

• ANY PERSON INVOLVED IN THE TRANSPORT OF THE 

ANIMALS

• VETERINARIANS AND OTHER PROFESSIONALS 

• OFFICIAL VETERINARIANS  

• OFFICIAL OR PRIVATE LABORATORIES 

• ANY OTHER PERSON INVOLVED IN AQUACULTURE  



MINIMUM CONTROL MEASURES IN CASE 

OF EXOTIC DISEASE OUTBREAK 

• FARM /ZONE DECLARED INFECTED 

• AROUND THE FARM A CONTAINEMENT ZONE , CONTAINING A 

PROTECTION AND SURVEILLANCE ZONE , DECLARED INFECTED 

• NO MOVEMENTS INTO AND OUT THE CONTAINEMNET AREA 

PERMITTED WITHOUT AUTHORIZATION 

• SYMPTOMATIC FISH REMOVED AND DISPOSED  

• MARKET SIZE FISH WITHOUT SYMPTOMS HARVESTED AND 

SLAUGHTERED FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION UNDER VETERINARY 

CONTROL IN AUTHORIZED PROCESSING PLANTS (EFFLUENT 

TREATMENTS)

• ASYMPTOMATIC JUVENILES HARVESTED AND DISPOSED 

• FALLOWING AND DISINFECTION OF THE FARM 



XV Convegno Nazionale SIPI           

Erice,  22-24 October 2008 

MINIMUM CONTROL MEASURES IN CASE 

OF NON EXOTIC DISEASE OUTBREAK-1

THE SAME MEASURES AS FOR EXOTIC DISEASES SHOULD BE APPLIED 

IF THE FARM WISH TO RECOVER THE FREE STATUS

OR

AN ERADICATION PROGRAMME MAY BE DRAWN UP

OR  

THE INFECTED STATUS MAY BE MAINTAINED BY THE INFECTED FARM 

IN THIS CASE MINIMUM CONTAINEMENTS MEASURES MUST  BE 

APPLIED TO THE FARM                                 
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MINIMUM CONTROL MEASURES IN CASE 

OF NON EXOTIC DISEASE OUTBREAK-2

CONTAINEMENT MEASURES 

• FARM /ZONE DECLARED INFECTED 

• AROUND THE FARM A CONTAINEMENT ZONE  , CONTAINING A 

PROTECTION AND SURVEILLANCE ZONE , DECLARED 

INFECTED

• MOVEMENTS OUTSIDE THE CONTAINEMENT AREA RESTRICTED 

– FISH HARVESTED AND SLAUGHTERED FOR HUMAN 

CONSUMPTION 

–CLINICAL HEALTHY FISH PERMITTED TO BE MOVED TO 

OTHER INFECTED FARMS 
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ACHIEVEMENT 

OF FREE 

STATUS
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Laboratory 

controls  



DECLARATION OF DISEASE FREE STATUS 

BASED ON THE ABSENCE OF SUSCEPTIBLE 

SPECIES OR IMPOSSIBLE SURVIVAL OF THE 

PATHOGEN  

A MS or  Zone or  Compartment (when health status is dependent 

from the surrounding natural waters ) may be declared free of 

diseases if : 

NO SUSCEPTIBLE SPECIES ARE PRESENT IN THE MS , ZONE 

OR COMPARTMENTS 

OR 

THE PATHOGEN CANNOT SURVIVE IN THE SPECIFIC 

ENVIRONEMNT



DECLARATION OF DISEASE FREE STATUS 

ON HISTORICAL BASIS 

( < I Novembre 2008)

The MS, zone or compartment (when the health status is dependent from the 

surrounding natural water ) may be declared free of disease on historical basis 

when : 

• NO DISEASE HAS OCCURRED IN THE LAST 10 YEARS DESPITE THE 

PRESENCE OF SUSCEPTIBLE SPECIES AND SUITABLE  CONDITION FOR 

CLINICAL DISEASE APPEARANCE

• DURING THE SAME PERIOD BASIC BIOSECURITY CONDITIONS HAVE BEEN 

IN PLACE

– COMPULSORY NOTIFICATION OF THE DISEASE ,

– EARLY DETECTION AND COMUNICATION SYSTEM IN PLACE

– TRAINED FARM PERSONNEL & VETERINARIANS , EQUIPPED     

LABORATORIES

• THE INFECTION IS NOT KNOWN TO BE ESTABLISHED IN THE WILD 

POPULATION 

• PREVENTIVE MEASURES ON TRADE AND IMPORT WERE ADOPTED
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MEMBER STATE FREE

(Targeted  surveillance)

The Commission may declare a MS free of diseases if : 

• BASIC BIOSECURITY CONDITIONS ARE IN PLACE  

– COMPULSORY NOTIFICATION OF THE DISEASE ,

– EARLY DETECTION AND COMUNICATIONSYSTEM IN PLACE

– TRAINED FARM PERSONNEL & VETERINARIANS , EQUIPPED        

LABORATORIES

• A TARGETED SURVEY PROGRAMME HAS BEEN APPLIED 

WITH SUCCESS IN ALL THE FARMS FOR AT LEAST A PERIOD 

OF 2 YEAR S (Art. 46e 62 DIRECTIVE)



CATEGORIES & HEALTH SURVEILLANCE 

CATEGORY STATUS

PROGRAMME TO 

ACHIEVE THE FREE STATUS

I Free -

II Surveillance programme 

2 year clinical inspection 

+

2 years  (30 fish x 2/year)   ?

III Undetermined -

IV Eradication 

programme  

A) 2 years clinical inspection 

2 years ( 30 pesci x 2/year) 

IMMEDIATE ERADICATION 

B) 2 years  (150 fish x 2/year ) ?

V Infected -
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COMPARTMENT AND ZONE FREE

(Targeted  surveillance)

A Zone/compartment where the last outbreaks  was within the last 10 years or where 

the health status , depending on the surrounding waters, was unknown may be 

declared free  when : 

• BASIC BIOSECURITY CONDITIONS ARE IN PLACE  

– COMPULSORY NOTIFICATION OF THE DISEASE ,

– EARLY DETECTION AND COMUNICATIONSYSTEM IN PLACE

– TRAINED FARM PERSONNEL & VETERINARIANS , EQUIPPED        

LABORATORIES    

• A TARGETED SURVEY PROGRAMME HAS BEEN APPLIED WITH SUCCESS IN ALL 

THE FARMS FOR AT LEAST A PERIOD OF 2 YEARS  (Art. 46 and 62 DIRECTIVE)
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COMPARTMENT 
(Targeted  surveillance)

A Compartment where the last outbreaks  was within the last 10 years or where the 

health status , INDEPENDENT FROM THE SURROUNDING WATERS , was 

unknown may be declared free  when : 

• BASIC BIOSECURITY CONDITIONS ARE IN PLACE  

– COMPULSORY NOTIFICATION OF THE DISEASE ,

– EARLY DETECTION AND COMUNICATIONSYSTEM IN PLACE

– TRAINED FARM PERSONNEL & VETERINARIANS , EQUIPPED        

LABORATORIES

AND

• A TARGETED SURVEY PROGRAMME HAS BEEN APPLIED WITH SUCCESS IN ALL 

THE FARMS FOR AT LEAST A PERIOD OF 2 YEARS  (Art. 46e 62 DIRECTIVE)
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STRUCTURAL REQUIREMENTS 

FOR ACHIEVEMNT OF FARM FREE STATUS 

ORIGIN
- well 

- spring

BARRIER

RIVER 

SYSTEM
FARM

channelled pipe



XV Convegno Nazionale SIPI           

Erice,  22-24 October 2008 

DISEASE FREE STATUS 

- FARMS WHICH RECOMMENCE THEIR ACTIVITY-

A farm which recommences its activity introducing animals from free farms/zone may 

ask for the free status recognition if  : 

• THE WATER IS ORIGINATING FROM  A WELL OR SPRING LOCATED IN 

THE FARM OR COMING DIRECTLY THROUGH A CHANNELLED PIPE

OR

• WATER IS TREATED IN A WAY TO INACTIVATE THE PATHOGENS 

• THE HEALTH STATUS OF THE FARM OVER THE LAST 4 YEARS IS KNOWN 

• NO ANIMAL HEALTH MEASURES HAVE BEEN UNDERTAKEN 

• PRIOR TO THE ANIMAL INTRODUCTION THE FARM IS EMPTIED AND 

DISINFECTED  
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DISEASE FREE STATUS 

- NEW FARMS -

A new farm which commences his activity by introducing fish originating from  free 

farms/zones may ask for the free status recognition if  : 

• THE WATER IS ORIGINATING FROM  A WELL OR SPRING LOCATED IN 

THE FARM OR COMING DIRECTLY THROUGH A CHANNELLED PIPE 

OR

• WATER IS TREATED IN A WAY TO INACTIVATE THE PATHOGENS 
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CONCLUSIONS -1

The  directive 2006/88 should have been implemented by 1st

August 2008 , nevertheless several issues have yet to be finalised

at Commission and/or at MS level

• RISK LEVEL PROCEDURES

• AUTHORISATION PROCEDURES

• DIAGNOSTIC MANUALS

• TRADE CERTIFICATIONS

• PROGRAMMES TO ACHIEVE THE FREE STATUS 
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CONCLUSIONS - 2

In comparison with the old legislation the following NEWS have been

produced :

• A SINGLE DOCUMENT  INCLUDING  TRADE AND CONTROL OF FISH, 

MOLLUSCS AND CRUSTACEA DISEASES 

• AUTHORISATION OF FARMS

• CATEGORISATION OF FARMS

• SELECTION OF NEW NOTIFIABLE DISEASES 

• OFFICIAL CONTROLS and ANIMAL HEALTH SURVEILLANCE 

• CONTROLS  BASED ON RISK CONCEPT 
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CONCLUSIONS - 3

Despite  all the  certificates, programmes, 

inspections, laboratory investigations, …… the full 

success of the Directive will depend mainly  on the 

collaboration between : 

FISH FARMERS 

COMPETENT AUTHORITIES 

SCIENTISTS
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Thank you 
G.B.


